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The Concrete Industry Foundation
Annual Report 2017

Hall of 
Fame

Message from the President
“Invest in Education for the Concrete-Built Environment”

What a great honor and privilege for me to have spent my entire 
engineering career working with giants in our industry. Many of New 
York’s world renowned structures are attributed to the leaders who reside 
and practice in the New York Metropolitan area. It is an honor to serve 
an organization that is solely dedicated to providing scholarships, intern 
training sponsorships, union training/apprentice programs, and research 
in our concrete built environment. 

Our honorees are first-class representatives of these attributes. We 
salute and honor Jay Badame, president and CEO of AECOM Tish-
man, our Humanitarian Fellow Medal winner, for his dedication to the 
construction industry, community and charitable activities. And Regi-
nald Hough, worldwide renowned architectural concrete consultant, our 
James Anderson Distinguished Service Award recipient for his dedication 

to architectural concrete and education. And Vincent DeSimone, founder and late chairman of 
DeSimone Consulting Engineers, for his dedication to innovative monumental engineering and 
construction projects around the world. 

We are proud to be providing scholarships to 11 engineering, architecture and construc-
tion students who are attending colleges and universities in the New York Metropolitan area. 
This year, we welcome Hofstra University and Quinnipiac University to our growing family 
of schools that the CIF supports. Since 1993, we have awarded 157 scholarships, for a total 
of $314,000. We continue to support Interns who are still active in firms such as Engineered 
Devices Corporation, Future Tech Consultants, Inc., and DeSimone Consulting Engineers. Since 
inception, we have provided 14 grants for the Union Training/Apprentice Program.

This past year, our sponsorship of the research program on Slender Reinforced Concrete 
Columns— which we believe has immense application to tall concrete building construction in 
New York City—has been completed, and we are now moving on to support research on Fire 
Resistance of Reinforced Concrete Structures with High Strength Rebar. We are also proud to 
provide a $3,000 contribution to the Urban Assembly, which runs private public schools for 
underprivileged students—where more than 80% of their graduates enroll in college.

Our funding continues to be primarily supported by the generosity of our underwriters, 
memorial tributes, benefactors, patrons, contributors, event attendees, and sponsor firms. We are 
excited to announce we are approaching $800,000 in inviolate funds, which allows us to fund 
more scholarships and our other programs in the future. We appreciate your support and hope 
you will continue to contribute to the Concrete Industry Foundation Fund. You can do so with 
the “Invest in Education for the Concrete-Built Environment” 
form on page 46 of this Annual Report.

JERRY PARNES
CIF PRESIDENT

JAMES ANDERSON
DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE AWARD

John Brunetti

Charles DeBenedittis

John M. Dionisio

Joseph A. Ferrara

Samuel C. Florman

James Anderson

Irwin G. Cantor

Louis J. Coletti

Joseph DePaola

Vincent J. DeSimone

John M. Dionisio

Alfred G. Gerosa

Joseph D. Goldreich

James E. Halpin

Francis J. Lombardi

Francis J. Principe

Dominick M. Servedio

Dr. Charles J. Thornton

Richard L. Tomasetti

Joseph Scalamandre

Joseph Mizzi

Jay Badame

HUMANITARIAN 
FELLOW MEDAL

Ira A. Levy

Francis J. Lombardi

Alfonso Lopez

William S. Phelan

Lee J. Principe

Christopher O. Ward

D. Thomas Ruttura

Reginald D. Hough

THE LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT

AWARD

John Brunetti

Vincent J. DeSimone
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About the Concrete Industry Foundation, Inc.

Mission 
Statement

Officers
and

Directors

“To ensure funding for education and research

to foster and expand an enduring

concrete-built environment.”

Make your commitment. Invest in education for the concrete-built 
environment by filling out the form on page 46 of this report.

OFFICERS

Carmine F. Attanasio
Chairman

Jerry Parnes
President

Casimir Bognacki
Vice President

Stephen Marchese 
Treasurer

Nicholas A. Grecco 
Secretary

DIRECTORS

Reginald D. Hough
Antonio S. Limbardo

EMERITUS
Lynn P. Carroll

Francis J. Lombardi
Mike Mota

The Concrete Industry Foundation (CIF), Inc., now in its 24th year, was originally established 
in 1993. It became a foundation in 2005 and continues as an independent and freestanding 501(c)3 
foundation.

   The CIF is dedicated to education that contributes to the concrete-built environment. Its work 
is supported by contributions from the design and construction industry. Significant contributions 
come from those leaders involved in the many phases of concrete design and production.

   The foundation traditionally presents two annual industry recognition awards to acknowl-
edge the leadership roles taken by individual members of our community that further our industry 
through continuing education.

   The CIF Humanitarian Medal is presented “for dedication to the industry, community, and 
society (resulting) in outstanding benefit to future generations.” The James Anderson Distinguished 
Service Award for Education is awarded “to acknowledge exceptional service to the education of 
future members of our industry.”

   In addition, the Concrete Industry Foundation has established and continues to support an 
annual grant in union apprentice programs. This is done on a rotational schedule for the trades 
that have a direct association with concrete construction. The foundation affirms its support of the 
trade unions’ apprentice programs and readily acknowledges that a high level of training is a most 
important vehicle in supplying our industry with trained craftspersons. These grants recognize one 
of labor’s significant contributions both to education and to the industry.

   The Concrete Industry Foundation is built on the concept of volunteerism. It has no paid 
staff. It is a totally volunteer effort involving the considerable and diverse talents of dedicated 
senior professionals. They all share a common bond: a desire to aid future generations of bright, 
talented, motivated, and equally dedicated future leaders.

   Since 1996, when CIF awarded its first scholarships, each award has been funded and con-
tinues to be funded without touching the foundation’s inviolate principal. While always looking 
ahead, the Concrete Industry Foundation’s focus is also on the student experience today.

   As an example of this focus, two major initiatives were launched in 2012. The first, and de-
scribed further in this Annual Report, is the funding of research to advance the medium of concrete 
as the modality of choice in construction.

    The second is a program for student referrals, which had its beginnings in a goal clearly 
stated by the late industry leader, Lee Principe, of creating hands-on experience for young people. 
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CIF’s 2016 Sponsors & Supporters

NOTE: These are the 2016 sponsors. 
The sponsors for the 2017 dinner 
were not complete as of presstime.

UNDERWRITERS
($25,000 or more) 
Cement League Advancement Fund 
Concrete Industry Board 
Dennis, Donald, Joanne & Kathleen
 in honor of Joseph DePaola 
Vincent J. DeSimone
 in memory of Dominick
 & Josephine DeSimone 
Engineered Devices Corp.,
 Antonio S. Limbardo 
Alfred G. Gerosa 
James E. Halpin
Francis J. Principe (Estate) 
Lee J. Principe (Estate) 
The Principe Family in memory
 of Virginia Anne Principe 
Thornton Tomasetti, Inc., in 
 memory of Abe Gutman

MEMORIAL TRIBUTES
($15,000+*) 
Friends of Jim Anderson 
Friends of Gus Erlemann 
Friends of Ray Heun 
Friends of Jack Weber 
(*Total of all contributions in an
individual’s memory)
 
BENEFACTORS
(10,000 to $24,999) 
Charles DeBenedittis
DeSimone Consulting Engineers
Jenna Concrete Corp.
James E. Halpin 

PATRONS
($5,000 to $9,999) 
AECOM 
Cement League Advancement Fund
Engineered Devices Corp.
Metallic Lathers Union – Local 46 
Thornton Tomasetti, Inc. 

SPONSORS
($1,000 to $4,999) 
A L Carr Agency, Inc.
Albanese Organization 
Alliant Insurance
All Island Testing
Atlantic Crane

Carmine F. Attanasio 
Concrete Industry Board
BASF Master Builders
Best Concrete Mix Corp. 
Bovis Lend Lease LMB 
B P Precise
J. Brunetti / The Cement League
Cape Advisors Inc. 
CB Ellis 
Irwin G. Cantor
Lynn P. Carroll 
Cement & Concrete Workers
 District Council 
CFS Steel Corp. 
Edward Cohen
Montroy Anderson DeMarco
DFP Associates
Ferrara Bros. Building 
 Materials Corp. 
Samuel C. Florman
Gramercy Group, Inc.
Pei Cobb Freed
Frank Phelan DIC Concrete Corp.
Friedmutter Group 
Gilsanz Murray Steficek, LLP
Joseph D. Goldreich 
Greco Bros. 
HAKS
Hayward Baker, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Herz 
Reginald D. Hough, FAIA 
Intl. Operating Engineers Local 14
Intl. Operating Engineers
 Local 138
Intl. Operating Engineers Local 282
Intl. Union of Operating Engineers 
Judlau Contracting Inc. 
Kreisler Borg Florman General
 Construction Co. 
Laborers Local 66
Langan Engineering
 & Environmental Services 
Mason Tenders District Council
Millennium Partners 
NYC Concrete Promotional Council 
NYC Dist. Council of Carpenters 
NYCON Supply 
Peter Scalamandre & Sons
laza Construction Corp. 
Posillico
The Principe Family
Railworks
Restor Technologies
RFR Realty LLC 
Roger & Sons Concrete, Inc.

R J Industries
Ruttura & Sons Constr. Corp. 
Edward L. Ryan 
Safety & Quality Plus
 Construction Corp.
Sciame Construction, LLC
Skanska USA Civil Northeast 
SLCE Architects LLP
STV 
Richard L. Tomasetti
Tishman AECOM
Tishman Speyer Properties, LP
Turner Construction Co. 
Ernest E. Trolio 
Urban Residential 
Waterford Group/Kerzner
International/Trading Cove
 Associates 

CONTRIBUTORS
($500 to $999) 
110 Sand Company
Robert & Janet Adamski 
AB&T Engineers 
Association of Concrete
 Contractors of New York
Barker Steel
Certified Testing Labs 
Sing L. Chu 
Future Tech Consultants 
GACE Consulting Engineers
Joseph Gleich 
Michael Graves Associates 
Ann Hardeman 
H.O. Penn Machinery Company
IBEX 
Jani Real Estate 
Landair Project Resources Inc.
Francis J. Lombardi 
Moretrench
Ed Ries 
Riverso Associates, Inc.
Rosenwasser/Grossman 
Ysrael A. Seinuk 
Ava Shypula 
Soil Mechanics
Sorbara Construction Corp. 
Larry Witte 

SUPPORTERS
($100 to $499) 
ACEC New York 
Robert Adamski
Barry & Nancy Anderson
Vera Anderson 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Arobone 
Artimus Construction
Joseph Bando 
Bayside Builders 
George & Evelyn Benjamin 
Blakeslee Prestress Inc. 
Gary and Patricia Cadmartori 
George Cakiades 
Daniel Castellano 
Christine DeBarbadillo 
Kenneth Delany 
Luigi DeMaio 
Alfonso DeMatteis Family Fdn. 
Eipel Engineering
Gustav Erlemann 
Edward & Sally Fagan 
Charles Feuerstein 
GA Fleet Associates 
Grassi & Company CPAs
Nick Grecco 
Daniel Grynberg 
Hazen and Sawyer 
Hirani Engineers 
Infilco Degremont 
Kiewit Construction Co.
KRB Machinery 
Long Island Concrete, Inc.
Herbert Luff 
Peter Macejka 
Macia Inspection
Stephen A. Marchese 
Doris Martin, of Garfunkel Wild P.C.
Prof. Christian Meyer 
Molded Fiber Glass Companies 
Montgomery-Watson 
Malcolm Pirnie 
National Insurance
Nautilus Plus Consulting
NTAC Committee 
Jerry Parnes 
Perry Burton Associates 
Frank Sanpei 
Schaeffer & Sam 
Anthony Schirripa
Selnick-Harwood
Beverely Stinson 
Thompson Materials 
Waldners 
Zapken & Loeb LLP
Paul Zoltanetzky 

OTHERS (up to $99) 
Mary Anderson 
Rachel Anderson 
Bohdan Bodniewicz
 

John & Jean Clements 
Dorothy Frohlich 
Donald Gallo 
Bruce & Lynn Jester 
Kenneth Krautheim 
Joseph Mazzarella 
Robert Pape 
Vincent Rubino 
Richard Speciale 
William Tuccillo 

IN HONOR OF… 
This list includes contributions
in honor of  these colleagues
and friends: 
 Anthony Ameruso 
 Jim Anderson 
 Ann Attanasio 
 Lou Boldt 
 C.E. Boss 
 Sing Chu 
 Joseph DePaola 
 Gus Erlemann 
 Joseph D. Goldreich
 Vivian Goldreich 
 Walter Goldstein 
 Clifford Gordon 
 Dorothy Halpin 
 Jim Halpin
 Richard Harding 
 Raymond Heun 
 J. Karl Justin 
 Michael Katulis 
 Doc Long 
 Bryant Mather 
 Innis O’Rourke 
 Frank Principe 
 Lee Principe 
 William Sypher 
 Jack Weber
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Humanitarian Fellow Medal

President & CEO / AECOM Tishman

Jay Badame
Jay Badame, the 2017 Concrete Industry Foundation’s Humani-

tarian Fellow medal recipient, serves as president and chief operating 
officer of AECOM Tishman, where he is responsible for overseeing 
operations, administration, personnel, and business development for all 
offices and entities. He upholds the stellar reputation of AECOM Tish-
man, understanding the distinctive challenges associated with delivering 
complex projects and offering expertise to achieve company and client 
goals.

Jay currently serves as chair of the board of the Regional Alliance 
for Small Contractors, supporting small, minority and women-owned 
construction businesses, and is co-chair of the Building Trades Employ-
ers’ Association, vice chair of the New York Building Foundation, and a 
trustee of the Citizens Budget Commission.

He is a native Philadelphian who joined AECOM Tishman in 
1985 as a project engineer on the South Street Seaport project in Manhattan. He quickly rose through the ranks of the 
AECOM Tishman organization by continuously demonstrating a thorough understanding of how to manage work ef-
fectively on a wide range of projects.

In 1993, Jay was named lead for AECOM Tishman’s New Jersey and Pennsylvania operations, and in 2002, he 
oversaw the opening of the regional office in Philadelphia.

During his 38-year career, including 32 with AECOM Tishman, Jay has overseen the construction of some of the 
world’s most iconic projects. These include 1, 3 and 4 World Trade Center and the Transportation Hub and Vehicle 
Security Center, Carnegie Hall, One Bryant Park, The New School’s University Center, the Pennsylvania Convention 
Center Expansion, 30 Hudson Yards, Manhattan West, and most recently, One Vanderbilt, which will be the second tall-
est office tower in New York City.

Jay provides innovative construction solutions through comprehensive planning and collaboration with clients, 
architects and engineers. He continues to push the boundaries of sustainable design and construction, advancing the ap-
plication of BIM and other technologies to improve cost-efficiencies and schedules.

Safeguarding the values of AECOM Tishman, Jay offers guidance, experience and new methods to execute the 
most notable and recognized buildings in the world.

He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in civil engineering with a major in structural engineering from Pennsylva-
nia State University. In 2013, he was recognized as a Leader of Industry by the Concrete Industry Board of New York. 
Jay also received the Humanitarian Award at the real estate industry’s Empire Ball benefiting the Diabetes Research 
Institute in 2013.

He was recognized by the HealthCare Chaplaincy with its prestigious Community Honoree Award at the Whole-
ness of Life Gala in 2016 for his efforts in improving patient experience at major New York area hospitals.

Other community involvement includes membership to the General Society of Mechanics & Tradesmen, where he 
was recognized with the 2008 Craftsmanship Award. He also held the role of co-chair of the 40th Anniversary Trans-
portation & Construction Breakfast for the March of Dimes.
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James Anderson Distinguished Service Award

Reg Hough Associates

Reginald D. Hough FAIA
Reginald D. Hough’s long distinguished service as an architectural archi-

tect began in 1963 and includes developing concrete technology used in many 
significant projects and his innovative inventions that have improved concrete 
construction work. He has served on numerous industry committees and has 
been an in-demand guest lecturer and architectural consultant. 

Reg was born in central Montana where, as he says, “when I arrived, the 
town population increased from 53 to 54. The town was so far back in the 
remote grassland prairie that I was eight years old before I used an indoor flush 
toilet.”

During World War II and with his father in the military, the family settled 
in western Colorado, where, at age 15, Reg was in business, making wood 
cases to house his father’s Geiger counter circuits, which they sold to uranium 
prospectors.

He graduated from Colorado University with a civil engineering degree 
and an Air Force ROTC commission. 

After his military service, he went to Oregon University. After accomplishing his goal of becoming an architect, he 
promptly packed up his belongings and drove his little sports car to New York City. His goal: to work for one of those 
famous architects “who were good enough to be published in the professional journals.”

Professionally, Reg has been actively involved in architectural concrete work since 1963, when he was employed by 
I. M. Pei & Associates Architects, which specialized in designs in architectural concrete. While there, Reg developed the 
concrete technology that has been used on many significant projects designed in that and other architectural offices since 
that time. 

In 1968, he co-founded Kelly/Hough, Inc., where he was a consultant on construction technology and construction 
methods on many concrete and architectural concrete projects, working with architects, engineers, owners, and contrac-
tors. 

From 1993 to 2003, he provided architectural concrete consulting services through his one-man firm of Reginald D 
Hough, Architect & Reginald D Hough FAIA Architect. 

In 2003, he established Reg Hough Associates, Architectural Concrete Consultant Group, a consortium of indepen-
dent concrete consultants, to which he is a lead advisor. 

Reg invented a crack control device, which makes the inevitable concrete shrinkage cracking a part of the designed 
architectural articulation. He also invented a mechanized formwork system for a concrete structural frame, a mechanized 
stone-faced concrete wall system and has developed several innovative formwork devices that are being produced by 
accessory suppliers. 

He has served on a number of National American Concrete Institute committees, most notably Architectural Con-
crete Guide – 303. He has lectured at national ACI conventions in the US and Canada, at national American Institute of 
Architects conventions, international formwork seminars, and at many other professional institutions and organizations.

Reg has been honored by the American Institute of Architects with specific project honors and by induction into the 
AIA College of Fellows; by the Concrete Industry Board as one of its Leaders of Industry and with a Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award and awards for 38 concrete projects where he was a consultant; and by the New Jersey Chapter of the 
American Concrete Institute with its Lifetime Achievement Award.
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Lifetime Achievement Award

Founder & late Chairman
of DeSimone Consulting Engineers

Vincent J. DeSimone
1937-2016

This posthumous honor to Vincent J. DeSimone is made in recognition of a lifetime of 
service to the industry he loved. It is being accepted by his son, Stephen DeSimone, presi-
dent and CEO of DeSimone Consulting Engineers.

Late last year, his office announced, “We are saddened to announce that Vincent J. 
DeSimone, 78, the founder and chairman of DeSimone Consulting Engineers, has passed 
away.” Vincent, who established DeSimone in 1969 and led the firm as senior principal-in-
charge of design ever since, succumbed to a struggle with cancer on Nov. 16, 2016. True 
to his life’s calling, Vincent continued to work every day, despite his illness, to advance his 
engineering vision.

An innovative designer who elegantly combined creativity and efficiency, Vincent was acknowledged for his solutions 
to complex structural challenges. He has been widely recognized by industry and media for his outstanding contributions to 
architecture and development.

Among Vincent’s many award-winning projects are the Four Seasons Hotel & Tower in Miami (the tallest building in 
Miami when completed); the Grove at Grand Bay in Miami (the first twisting towers in the U.S.); One Thousand Museum 
Tower (Zaha Hadid’s first skyscraper in the Western Hemisphere); the Westin Diplomat Hotel in Hollywood, Florida (the 
largest oceanfront convention hotel in the southeast); the Atlantis in the Bahamas; the Sofitel Hotel in New York, and Mohe-
gan Sun in Uncasville, Connecticut.

During the past decades, Vincent dedicated his spare time to the development of manufactured concrete housing as a 
solution to the critical need for affordable housing in New York. His design for low-cost, pre-cast concrete town homes was 
used in more than 120 apartments in the Bronx.

Vincent was a life member of the American Society of Civil Engineers and a member and past president of the Concrete 
Industry Board. The Concrete Industry Foundation awarded Vincent its Humanitarian Fellow Medal in 2007. A licensed 
professional engineer in 23 states, he was also a fellow of the American Concrete Institute and a professor of structures at 
Princeton University’s School of Architecture. He graduated from Manhattan College and earned a Bachelor’s degree in civil 
engineering and an honorary doctorate degree.

Vincent’s Industry awards and professional accolades also include: American Society of Civil Engineers, Homer Gage 
Balcom Award 2012;American Society of Civil Engineers, Fellow 2009; New York Society of Architects, Distinguished 
Leader of Industry 2008; SEAoNY, Lifetime Membership 2007; Concrete Industry Board, Distinguished Leader of Industry 
2001; Engineering News Record, Men Who Made Their Mark in Construction 1972; Chi Epsilon, National Honors Engineer-
ing Society 1959.

Adding a distinctive personal touch to the tribute was Carmine Attanasio, Concrete Industry Foundation (CIF) chairman 
and territory manager for Keystone Cement Company. Carmine’s relationship with Vincent was forged in their co-allegiance 
to the Concrete Industry Board (CIB). Both were past presidents, and both were honored by CIB: Vincent with a Leader of 
Industry Award and Carmine with the CIB Ernest E. Trolio Distinguished Service Award. Carmine says the foundation’s 
honor to Vincent DeSimone is “marvelous, exciting, and well-deserved. He would be so happy and appreciative.”

There’s was a close relationship—a kinship firmly bound through two associations: Concrete Industry Board and 
Concrete Industry Foundation. Carmine’s comments on his late friend underscore this closeness: “He was the epitome of 
greatness, energy, power, persuasiveness and gave his life to the concrete industry that he loved with all his heart”...“He 
was a legend and his acumen in design has astonished the world”...“He never forgot the basics and—even with his busy 
schedule-- always returned a call”...“I will never forget our friendship and his willingness to do whatever was possible for 
our industry”...“Vincent came from the same cloth as other legends in our industry, but I know he has a special piece of that 
cloth, and the sadness that overcomes me is because of the many that lost the opportunity to know him.”

And finally: “His wisdom and generosity is beyond what words can describe. I valued the time we had him to appreciate 
his guidance on our industry and on life.” The CIF chairman offered us this advice: “Emulate his example, and you will make 
the world better.” To this evening’s honoree, Carmine concluded: “My hero, mentor and friend, rest in peace.”
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Join the Concrete Industry Board

on Nov. 8th at Marina del Rey, 

The Bronx, as we honor

the winners of the 56th Annual

Roger H. Corbetta Awards

For information about advertising in the
CIB Corbetta awards journal or to make
reservations for the dinner, to be held

Nov. 8, 2017 at Marina del Rey, The Bronx.
Visit www.cibofnyc.org or contact the

CIB office: cibnyc@earthlink.net
or (718) 459-4900

2017 Annual Award Winners
• Bayonne Bridge Navigational Clearance

Program—Staten Island, NY
• Beekman Hotel & Residences—NY, NY

    
2017 Awards of Merit

• 215 Chrystie Street—NY, NY
• 606 W. 57th Street—NY, NY

• The Hub—Brooklyn, NY
• Domino Sugar Factory Site E—Brooklyn, NY

• 520 W. 28th Street—NY, NY
• The Eugene—NY, NY

2017 Award of Merit—Out of Area
• The Surf Club—Surfside, FL.

Ad reservation deadline:
Sept. 25,2017 

Ad submission deadline:
Sept. 30, 2017
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CIF’s 2017 Alfred Gerosa Awards

The Concrete Industry Foundation
Annual Report 2017

TAL AZULAY 
$2,000 Abraham Gutman Scholarship 

Tal Azulay expects to graduate in June of 2019 with a Master of Engineering degree in structural engineering from 
the City College of New York. He previously received his Bachelor of Engineering—civil engineering degree in 2015, 
graduating magna cum laude with a GPA of 3.58. Prior to that, Tal was part of the student exchange program for engi-
neering students with outstanding performance at the Technion Institute in Israel. 

He currently is working at Thornton-Tomasetti as a “Structural Engineer-Renewal Practice.” As an entry-level 
structural engineer, his focus is on gaining experience in structural engineering and design. The experience, he says, 
“allows me to be exposed to large scale designs and decisions. “While working, I realized that I needed additional 
academic knowledge to analyze challenging problems and, therefore, I decided to pursue a Master’s Degree in civil 
engineering.”

From 2002 to 2007, Tal served as a company commander in the Israeli Defense Forces. “When I had a leadership 
seminar as part of commandos officer course, I was exposed to the subject of leadership, and in particular, what charac-
teristics you need to be a leader. I have witnessed different leaders manage situations—including myself—as an officer 
in charge of a commando company of 85 soldiers. I learned that the most important qualities of a leader is to be able to 
recognize people’s needs.”

Tal believes that civil engineers who make important decisions have a large impact on society. “As an individual, 
I continue to be always attracted to large-scale projects and decisions. Therefore, I decided to study civil engineering 
in New York City, where the dimensions of the projects are on a larger scale and more challenging in the aspect of the 
amount of people affected.”

SAFREEN AKBAR
$2,000 Francis J. and Lee J. Principe Scholarship in memory of Virginia Anne Principe

Safreen Akbar expects to receive her degree from New York City College of Technology this December and to 
graduate next June. Currently a college undergraduate candidate for an Associate Degree in civil engineering and a 
Bachelor Degree in construction management, her goal is “to enter a work force that will allow me to exercise my 
knowledge while learning new skills and gaining real experience in the field of construction management.”

Safreen already has some on-the-job experience. She had a summer internship for the New York State Depart-
ment of Transportation working on the Kosciusko Bridge, part of the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway. In her scholarship 
essay, she writes, “Becoming a construction manager is one of my dreams. It not only embraces my passions, leading 
and managing, but my fascination with the creation of something new. I would love to construct and even manage a 
construction project from start to finish.”

Obtaining a professional engineering license is one of Safreen’s major goals. Toward that achievement, she is pre-
paring for the Fundamentals of Engineering exam now by taking a class that reviews some of the exam’s topics. “This 
is important because it will open many doors for me.” A second goal indicates she has not forgotten her own personal 
experience: “To start a firm in the construction industry (that) will also be able to provide internships to students who 
have little-to-no experience since I struggled with finding an internship and job.”

ZOYA SUSAN BENYAMINOV
$2,000 James E. Halpin Scholarship

Zoya Susan Benyaminov is working toward a combined Bachelor/Master of Science in civil engineering at the 
New York University Tandon School of Engineering in Brooklyn. She expects to receive her combined degree next 
May and currently has a GPA of 3.66. She has been employed since February as a structural intern at the office of 
Ysrael A. Seinuk. In 2015, she studied abroad for a semester as a civil engineering exchange student at the University 
of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia.

In her essay, Zoya writes, ”Engineering is a field that I never was exposed to before college. I did not fully under-
stand what civil engineering was when I signed up for it, but something about it felt right—especially since everyone 
around me felt that it was wrong.” She says that everyone told her: “Engineering is a job unfit for a young woman.” 
Her doctors also advised against pursuing such an intense program. The reason: five years ago she was hit by a car. The 
accident resulted in a subdural hematoma on her brain’s left side, restricting her ability to learn and retain new informa-
tion. It also adversely affected her ability to concentrate for long periods.

“Problem-solving is something that I have always enjoyed,” she says. This led her to pursue the world of geotech-
nical engineering—a field she finds “to be random, uncertain and thus vital to civil engineering. It is an area where feel 
I can help further explore, through research and field work.”

Zoya is a member of the NYU Chapter of the American Society of Civil Engineers. She also established a new stu-
dent chapter—and serves as president—of the NYU Chapter of the Engineering Earthquake Research Institute (EERI).
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VALESKA FLORES                           
$2,000 Antonio S. Limbardo Scholarship

Valeska Flores, who is carrying a GPA of 3.92/4.0 at Manhattan College, hopes to obtain her Bachelor of Science 
in civil/environmental engineering next May. Her honors and awards, to date: Dean’s Honor Roll for five semesters; 
recipient of the Manhattan College Presidential Scholarship and the Alexander Bette Civil Engineering Scholarship; 
membership in Chi Epsilon, the National Civil Engineering Honor Society; and Tau Beta Pi, the National Engineering 
Honor Society. Valeska also is a national member of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) and a student 
member of the Society of Women Engineers (SWE), New York Water Environment Association (NYWEA), and Engi-
neers without Borders (EWB).

In her essay, Valeska writes that she does not consider her personal and career objectives to be independent from 
one another, but rather, related in many ways to each other. One of her goals is to “explore the world. Civil engineering 
is everywhere. . .in the skyscrapers of Manhattan, the Great Wall of China, the canals of Amsterdam, the ancient city of 
Machu Picchu.” She believes “the wonderful thing about civil engineering is that it is universal” and her goal is “to be a 
part of something meaningful and different, just like the engineers who are behind these jaw-dropping structures.”

Among her goals is to be a “well-rounded engineer…to study the great structures all over the world. . .to work 
with different people, learn from them, and understand how they view things. I have many goals and aspirations, but I 
do believe anything is possible. I like to dream hard and work even harder.”

LEE ANDRE FUQUA
$2,000 Concrete Industry Board Scholarship   

Lee Andre Fuqua, who expects to receive his Master of Science in civil engineering and engineering mechanics 
from Columbia University next May, already holds a post-baccalaureate certificate in studio art: painting and Sculpture 
from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago—earned in May 2016—and a Bachelor of Science in civil engineering 
in May 2015. His major field of concentration: construction management. His minor: architecture.

Lee’s professional engineering experience was gained as a materials lab technician at the Illinois Department of 
Transportation, Chicago, where in a four-month period last year he performed quality-control analysis on soils, sands, 
concrete, asphalt, and recycled compositions and conducted testing procedures on raw aggregate and aggregate mixes.

In his essay, Lee says, “We are in the age of the interdisciplinary. Now more than ever, leaders in the engineer-
ing realm understand the rapidly changing and multifaceted nature of the profession. Engineering leaders are not only 
individuals with profound technical literacy but also those with a keen awareness of social and political issues, art, 
economics, and visual communication. By pursuing a career in the design and construction industry, I aim to cultivate 
a comprehensive understanding of the intricacies of engineering problem solving and the provocative interchange 
between structural integrity, aesthetics, and sustainability.”

His goal is to explore and discover ways in which cement-based materials can be manipulated and modified to 
transcend boundaries of engineering and design while also influencing a more sustainable infrastructural future. He 
says that he hopes “to continue to embark upon a journey of research and discovery and uncover more truths about 
concrete and its use in the built environment.” 

GABRIEL GARCIA                                                  
$2,000 Dominick & Josephine DeSimone Scholarship

Gabriel Garcia expects to graduate from New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT) next May with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in civil engineering and concrete industry management—with a minor in business management.

He has had experience in the construction and engineering field as a laboratory assistant at NJIT, conducting 
research on the 90-minute rule in the concrete industry, and assisting with maintenance, organization, and operation of 
laboratory equipment. Gabriel also serves as co-captain of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) Concrete 
Canoe team, where he made use of his skills in leadership, construction, fundraising, and engineering to compete in a 
regional and national competitions. He also is president of the American Concrete Institute (ACI) Student Chapter, and 
has his ACI Field Level One certificate.

His plans are to pursue a career in the fields of structural engineering, construction management, or geotechnical 
engineering. To assist him secure a job in the engineering field, his short-term plan is to take the Fundamentals of Engi-
neering exam. “Regardless of what field I enter, I would like to come back to school to get my Master’s,” Gabriel says. 
After a few years of experience, he plans to apply for his professional engineering license. And then? “I would eventu-
ally like to open up a firm or take part in owning a firm with other partners. To open up a firm, I would like to wait a 
few years when I have more experience, so I would not establish my own practice until later on in my career. Though it 
will probably be a small firm, years from now I do believe that the firm will succeed and do well.” 

Concrete Industry Foundation’s scholarships and grants are awarded to students at the 
graduate, undergraduate, technical college, and apprentice levels who are preparing to 
work as engineers, architects, inspectors, technicians, or constructors. Applicants must be US 
citizens and must also be permanent New York Metropolitan Area residents and attending 
an institution in the New York Metropolitan Area, (defined as being within a 100-mile radius 
of Manhattan). Undergraduate students must have completed their sophomore year and be 
continuing to study during the next school year. Graduate students may be in any year of 

study and must be continuing to study during the next school year. Applicants should dem-
onstrate a career goal in engineering, architecture, or construction management and express 
an interest in the concrete-built environment. Students having “hands-on” experience from 
full or part time, or co-op work in design and/or construction, are especially encouraged to 
be considered. Each applicant is required to furnish the CIF Selection Committee with a one-
page application, a one-page resume and an essay.

CIF SCHOLARSHIP SELECTION PROCESS
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EMILY R. ROOT
$2,000 Raymond Heun Scholarship

Emily Root expects to graduate with a Bachelor of Science in civil engineering from Hofstra University, Hemp-
stead, Long Island, next May. Among the accolades she has received to date is the Hofstra University Presidential 
Scholarship. She also has served as a teaching assistant at Hofstra, working with fellow students in the Introduction to 
Engineering course.

Hofstra, she reports, offers its students the chance to get hands-on experience inside and outside of the classroom. 
Emily’s classes taught her theoretical foundation of engineering necessary to be successful. In her laboratory courses, 
she has put that into practice by experiencing it first-hand the theory discussed in class. Through the university’s large 
network of internship opportunities with local companies, in summer 2016, Emily gained work experience with the 
New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) as a transportation construction inspector (TCI). In that role, 
she was responsible for inspecting many construction aspects.

She also worked on concrete placement for various parts of the RTE 347 construction, Smithtown, Long Island. 
To qualify, she took the American Concrete Institute (ACI) concrete course and was ACI-certified. Her work experience 
“gave me a newfound knowledge of, and respect for, not only the engineering field, but also the construction industry at 
large.”

After she graduates next May, Emily plans to take her Fundamentals of Engineering exam “and start my career 
in the engineering field.” Her main focus will be on sustainable engineering materials and how to create safer, greener 
materials with which to build in the future. She believes that she can impact the construction and engineering industry 
“by creating new ways to build and improve our structures and, at the same time, save the Earth.”

NIDHI SHAH 
$2,000 Alfred Gerosa Scholarship

Nidhi Shah, who expects to graduate in the spring 2019 from Stevens Institute of Technology, Hoboken, NJ, with 
a B.E in civil engineering and an M.E in civil engineering-structural engineer with a graduate certificate in sustainable 
engineering, has two aspirations that play a vital role in determining her personal and career objectives.

Her first objective is to build a career that “regularly contributes to the betterment of my own society and societies 
around the globe.” Her second is to develop a career “which allows me to push boundaries of feasibility and innovate.” 
She says that a structural engineering career fulfills both objectives.” 

Nidhi plans to focus on structures as she continues her undergraduate and graduate studies in civil engineering. 
This summer, she took the Fundamentals of Engineering exam while simultaneously engaging in different research 
projects and internships to prepare for the demand of the profession. Nidhi hopes to obtain as much exposure and 
knowledge as possible of the discipline prior to graduation.

To her, a structural engineering career means “welcoming challenging ideas to conventional design solutions.” She 
believes that the ability “to take an abstract idea developed by the architect, bringing it through a process, and coming 
up with a tangible solution, is fulfilling.”

 Most recently, she served a four-month term as a structural co-op with Thornton Tomasetti. She carries a 3.95 
GPA, has a Presidential scholarship, and is on the Stevens Scholars Program Dean’s List. She is a member of the Soci-
ety of Women Engineers, Engineers for a Sustainable World, American Society of Civil Engineers, and Chi Epsilon.

CHRISTOPHER D. REYNOLDS 
$2,000 Joseph DePaola Scholarship

Christopher Reynolds expects to graduate from Quinnipiac University, Hamden, CT., in May 2018 with a Bach-
elor of Science in civil engineering. At 19, lacking direction, focus, and purpose, he joined the Marines. Five years and 
two deployments later, he had the focus and a vastly enlarged perspective. But the direction and purpose he sought were 
lacking.

Taking advantage of the opportunity for a fully paid college education, he enrolled and immediately started class-
es. His last day as an active-duty Marine was his first day in a college classroom. The result: culture shock. After a year 
in college, he landed a job working in a small crew for a residential concrete foundation contractor, tasked with layout, 
re-bar, form building, pouring, and finishing. “The work was grueling, rugged, incredibly satisfying, and unfortunately, 
fleeting.” Then he worked for a land surveyor. A few years later—still gainfully employed—Chris obtained his land 
surveying degree, got married and had a son.

With his advisor’s guidance, he opted to continue his education by pursuing civil engineering, and he enrolled in 
the emerging engineering program at Quinnipiac University. Since that time, he has had two internships, both with con-
struction management firms. His collective experiences with them have involved overseeing nearly all (general) facets 
of new construction, renovation, and demolition.

Chris is now in his fifth semester at Quinnipiac. He is father of two, and has aspirations of continuing his educa-
tion by pursuing postgraduate studies in the field of structural engineering.

Earlier this summer, he worked in a Quinnipiac University interdisciplinary program for research and scholarship 
programs. He saw that opportunity as “another personal milestone, (my) first opportunity to make a notable investment 
and contribution to both structural engineering and the concrete industry; one such contribution that I aspire to be the 
first of many.”

Your donations to the scholarship program and support for this Annual Report
make these scholarships and grants possible. Thank You!
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EVAN SHIRLEY                                              
$2,000 Lee J. Principe Memorial Scholarship

Evan Zane Shirley is pursuing a Bachelor of Architecture degree from the Irwin S. Chanin School of Architec-
ture at The Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and Art. His minor is in humanities, specifically literature 
and American studies. He expects to graduate next May.

His scholarship application essay reveals a balanced philosophy. “Upon graduating” he writes, “I would hope 
that my work (or practice) stays critical, humanitarian, and, in all respects, open to dialog and editing. Realizing the 
latent judgment in these words, I also recognize that practice may not always allow for all three objectives to be ide-
ally resolved in any singular project. There are innumerable actors at play on any construction project, and I would 
hope that a few years of practice would enable me to identity the best way to materialize my three tenets.”

His on-the-job experience to date illustrates his exposure to the practical side of getting things done. Last sum-
mer, for example, he worked with upstate New York communities in the manufacture of miniature houses, using 
reclaimed materials and construction “waste” as well as bluestone from nearby quarries. From that experience he 
says that the time he spent under the tutelage of builders and craftspeople outside the realm of proper academia have 
furthered his own understanding of building (and drawing) through its societal impact.

Evan’s leadership skills are apparent in his current role as administrative chair of Cooper Union’s Student Coun-
cil Chapter, student representative to the school’s Admissions and Administrative committees, and as past president 
of the American Institute of Architecture Students (AIAS).

ANTHONY TOMA                   
$2,000 Gustav Erlemann Scholarship

Anthony Toma’s pathway to the future was heavily influenced by the distressing news that his younger cousin, 
Max, then just five years old, had been diagnosed as autistic. In high school at the time, the then 14-year-old Anthony 
recalled the shock that “the person I cared so much for would grow up with a disability that would affect, either 
directly or indirectly, many aspects of his life.”

This major family setback morphed into a new-found inspiration, one that sparked the fire that fueled Anthony’s 
professional path to becoming an architect. Today, Anthony is an architectural intern at the New York City School 
Construction Authority and a fulltime student at the City College of New York. At CCNY’s Spitzer School of Archi-
tecture, he is pursuing a Bachelor’s of Architecture degree, to be granted in May of 2019. In his scholarship applica-
tion essay, Anthony explained that after he found out about Max, he wanted to become as educated as possible about 
autism “to fully understand what my cousin would be going through.” Anthony’s summers were devoted to such 
outreach programs as becoming a camp volunteer working with autistic children and serving in a program that taught 
autistic children how to ride bikes and perform other functional exercises.

Three years ago he interned for Design Resource Group, a Somerset, New Jersey architectural firm that built 
homes for severely autistic foster children. His inspiration came from the program’s chief architect from whom 
Anthony learned that the most important characteristic defining one’s identity is his acts of giving back and helping 
others. Anthony’s goal is to work towards the design and construction of homes, schools, and care centers that cater 
to autistic individuals. He intends to use advanced principles of design and tools he is acquiring now, “applying them 
to change the lives of millions of people, just as Max changed mine.”

$3,000 DONATION TO THE URBAN ASSEMBLY
As part of this year’s Scholarship Awards Program, the Concrete Industry Foundation is pleased to donate $3,000 to The Urban Assembly, 

founded in 1990 to address a wide range of poverty issues in the US and the developing world. In the mid-’90s the Urban Assembly spearheaded 
a major planning effort to transform a devastated 300-block area of the South Bronx. That effort identified the lack of high-quality local secondary 
schools as a major concern and recommended creating model high schools, each tied to a major local institution. In 1997, in partnership with the New 
York City Department of Education and New Visions for Public Schools, The Urban Assembly opened the first of these schools, The Bronx School 
for Law, Government and Justice. It has since opened more than 20 schools, scaled up promising programs, and partnered with hundreds of public, 
private and non-profit sector partners—such as the Concrete Industry Foundation—to increase educational opportunities and close the achievement 
gap for thousands of low-income youth in New York City.

$1,000 GRANT TO LOCAL 780 CEMENT MASONS
The Concrete Industry Foundation is providing this grant to Local 780 Cement Masons for its apprentice/training program.
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Research & Development Project

The Concrete Industry Foundation
Annual Report 2017

Reinforced Concrete Structures
with High-Strength Rebar

Lehigh University
Our 2016 Annual Award Dinner Journal contained a wrap up report on the Concrete Industry Foundation’s 

support of the graduate research program, whose focus was on the behavior of non-sway, slender concrete col-
umns. It was begun in 2013 under partial Concrete Industry Foundation sponsorship. It was conducted at Purdue 
University by Dr. Robert Frosch, PhD, PE., FACI, Associate Dean of Engineering at Purdue and was co-au-
thored by Dr. Frosch and Ryan Jenkins.

   This year’s focus is on the fire resistance of reinforced concrete structures with high-strength rebar. Three 
Lehigh University professors—Spencer Quiel, Clay Naito, and Natasha Vermaak—propose to investigate the 
fire resistance of reinforced concrete structures that are constructed with high-strength grades of steel rebar. 
Professors Quiel and Naito are part of Lehigh University’s Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, 
while Professor Vermaak is with the university’s Department of Mechanical Engineering and Mechanics.

   The study will consider two types of rebar: ASTM A 615 (Grades 60, 75, and 100) and ASTM A 706 
(Grades 60 and 80). The project will first focus on the thermo-mechanical characterization of the high-strength 
rebar by experimentally developing temperature deterioration curves for yield and tensile strength as well as 
stress-strain behavior.

   This study will also focus on larger bar sizes (#8 and #11) and will examine the sensitivity of thermally 
induced deterioration based on grade type. Thermo-mechanical characterization will be obtained for both fire- 
exposed as well as post-fire conditions. This data will be utilized to assess cover requirements and structural 
detailing needed to achieve various levels of fire resistance.

   The research team will then perform two large-scale fire tests at Lehigh University’s ATLSS Laboratory 
on reinforced concrete beam specimens with high strength rebar to obtain element-level response. Then, data 
obtained from these tests will validate computational finite element models, which can then be used to study a 
wide range of element types and boundary conditions.

   Lastly, the proposed project will use the validated computational models to develop improved design 
guidance and new simplified tools for the fire resistant design of high-strength reinforced concrete structures.

   Two graduate student researchers will conduct the research effort under the supervision of the research 
team’s faculty, and the project team will interact with ACI/TMS Committee 216 to ensure that the project objec-
tives and results align with the committee’s general efforts.

   This project meets a research need that has been stated in two major road map documents for the in-
creased implementation of high-strength rebar in reinforced concrete design. The proposed experimental test 
program will use existing equipment setups at Lehigh University that are readily available for use in this project.

   In their project summary introduction, the professors state that the reinforced concrete industry has 
undertaken significant efforts to increase the strength of commonly used rebar from grade 60 to grades 75, 80, 
and 100. To bring high strength reinforcement into the current state of design practice, a significant number of 
research efforts are needed to investigate resulting changes in the design standards.

   Fire resistance of reinforced concrete elements that utilize high-strength rebar has been identified as a 
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 research need in two major documents that were commissioned to address the growing use of high- strength 
reinforcement.

   These are:
   ATC-115: Roadmap for the Use of High Strength Reinforcement in Reinforced Concrete Design
   • Section 3.4.7—Research is needed to “determine how higher strength reinforcement encased in concrete 

is affected by fire.”
   NIST-GCR 14-917-30: Use of High-Strength Reinforcement in Earthquake-Resistant Concrete Structures
   • Section 8.1.2—Research is needed to determine “concrete cover requirements and the influence of con-

crete cover on the strength of members containing high-strength reinforcement when they are subjected to 
fires.”

   Data regarding the deterioration of standard grade rebar at elevated temperature is readily available and 
has been compiled in design references (ACI, 2014; CEN, 2004). Previous research efforts around the world on 
structural steel and steel wire strand have established that higher strength steel grades will generally experience 

a more severe decrease in strength and stiffness than conventional grades 
when subjected to elevated temperature.

   To date, however, little data is available regarding the deterioration 
of current grades of high-strength rebar at elevated temperature, especially 
in the US. Some of the few studies that have contributed data in this area 
include research efforts in Japan and Turkey. They have confirmed that 
temperature-induced deterioration of rebar material properties will be more 
severe for rebar grades with higher strength. These studies have focused on 
locally available rebar types, and therefore a study focused on common US 
grades of high-strength rebar is warranted.

   The Lehigh research team proposes a foundational research project 
to evaluate the fire-exposed performance of concrete structures with higher 
grade reinforcement that conforms to ASTM

A 615 (ASTM, 2015a) and A706 (ASTM, 2015b). The results of this 
work will provide the data and modeling approaches needed to better 
understand and quantify the ultimate capacity and fire resistance of these 
structures.

The objectives of this proposal are the development and validation of a 
temperature-dependent material model and design tools to aid in the elasto-
plastic design of reinforced concrete structures with high-strength rebar.

Comments Concrete Indus-
try Foundation President Jerry 
Parnes, “Similar to our support of 
the Slender Column Study, headed 
by Professor Frosch of Purdue 
University, sponsoring this study 
will beneficially help the New 
York Metro area concrete high-
rise structure development, as 
buildings become taller and taller, 
and the need for fire resistance 
and protective designs increase.
We will keep our community of 
supporters posted as progress and 
funding needs on this program 
develop.”

   Tensile strengths of high-
strength rebar at elevated 
temperatures will be tested 
in the Pi-Vermaak’s thermos-
structural laboratory. It will 
combine a 50 kip MTS axial 
torsional test rig with induction 
heating up to1100o C.

Testing of full-scale bar 
specimens will be conducted 
at Lehigh’s ATLSS Research 
Center using a compact split-
tube furnace.

 Structural-fire experimental tests of 
two full-scale concrete beams with 
high strength reinforcement will be 
conducted using the ATLSS modular 
furnace test fixture.
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The Concrete Industry Foundation’s

At its roots, the Con-
crete Industry Foundation’s 
Lee J. Principe Intern 
Program is a student refer-
rals scouting effort with a 
goal of providing hands-on 
experience for young people 
interested in engineering 
and architecture for our in-
dustry. It takes its form and 
purpose from late industry 
leader Lee J. Principe, 
a man of vision whose 
goal—in the  words of his 
widow, Lynn—was “to 

educate future generations of young men and women to 
have the knowledge, ability, and expertise necessary to 
keep our industry moving forward.”

It is in that spirit that Concrete Industry Founda-
tion President Jerry Parnes formally offers an industry-
wide challenge on the occasion of our second annual 
CIF Scholarship Awards Dinner. “Finding great talent 
is a growing challenge to all firms in our industry. 
The Concrete Industry Foundation is in a position to 
connect you with excellent young talent. As many are 
aware, we have an established internship program to 
benefit our architectural and engineering constituency.

“The CIF has a group of 11 local colleges and 
universities located in the tri-state area where we ask 
the engineering and architectural school professors to 
nominate students for our annual scholarships,” Jerry 
explained. “The CIF sponsors the intern students from 
these same institutions. Our mission is: To maintain a 
program which will further the industry by providing 
credible students to intern in locally established firms 
and to give students in our member schools experience 
in established local firms.” 

He said “even firms that have already established 
their own internship program can benefit from our pro-
gram by increasing the number of Interns they retain.” 

And now, the challenge from CIF President Jerry 
Parnes: “In order to maintain a viable intern program, 
we would like to establish a group of architectural 
and engineering firms that can commit to supporting a 
qualified student intern for summer work on a regular 

basis. Each year, we will furnish a list of qualified 
and selected students to each participating firm for 
consideration.” He summarized the four commitment 
requirements:

1. Subject to receiving a list of qualified Interns, 
member firms would commit to hiring an intern on 
a yearly or bi-yearly basis. Other special arrange-
ments could be available depending on the firm’s 
needs.

2. Member firms would accept a student from one of 
the CIF partner institutions. The firms could des-
ignate one of the institutions, vary the selection, or 
let the CIF select.

3. A member firm may qualify for financial support 
for the intern if the firm requests this and meets 
certain criteria.

4. Member firms would specify any specific qualifica-
tions for the intern, and the CIF would make every 
effort to comply.
“Here is your opportunity to help assure that the 

torch of quality—high quality in the design and con-
struction of concrete buildings in New York City—is 
assured long after us,” Jerry said.

“An application for membership in the Concrete 
Industry Foundation’s internship program is now avail-
able on our website,” Jerry said. “Please take the time 
to visit info@concreteindustryfoundation.org. Submis-
sion deadline is Feb. 1, 2018. Please show your com-
mitment to our industry, by helping to guide and shape 
tomorrow’s leaders in the concrete Industry.”

Recipients of the CIF’s 2017 Alfred Gerosa 
Awards are spotlighted on pages 24-26 of this Annual 
Report. Our partner schools to date are:
CCNY, Engineering School
CCNY, Architectural School
Columbia, Engineering School
Cooper Union, Architectural School
Hofstra University, Engineering School
Manhattan College, Engineering School
New Jersey Institution of Technology, Engineering 
School
New York University Polytechnic, Engineering School
New York City Technical School, Engineering School
Stevens Institute of Technology, Engineering School
Quinnipiac University, Engineering School

CIF Internship Program is building a foundation
of committed A&E firms: Will you join?

LEE J.
PRINCIPE
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Lee J. Principe Internship Program

Engineered Devices Corporation (EDC) has 
been at the forefront of establishing and nurturing the 
Concrete Industry Foundation’s Lee J. Principe In-
ternship Program. The program was conceived from 
a professional need to expand EDC’s engineering 
staff. EDC asked professors associated with referring 
students for the CIF scholarship program for recom-
mendations on those they believed to be the best and 
brightest.

The response was strong and prompted the Con-
crete Industry Foundaton board to establish a formal 
program.

The initial two EDC interns were Cesar Guiza 
and Michael Barrientos, who joined the company in 
2012. Today, both are still with EDC, “doing well 
and growing as engineers,” reports EDC Chief Engi-
neer Rick Puswald. “They both are running projects 
on their own, with very little supervision. They also 
have shown an aptitude for working directly with 
our customers to solve problems that come up at the 

construction sites.”
 Michael has passed the FE exam—the engi-

neers-in-training program—and took the PE exam 
this past spring. “We all have high hopes for his 
future success,” Rick says.

 Cesar is tutoring for the FE exam. He had put 
that milestone on hold when he acquired a house, a 
wife and a baby, in that order. He is looking forward 
to taking the exam this month and moving onto the 
PE exam, Rick reports.

 Four interns are working with EDC this sum-
mer. Sam Limbardo is in his second year with EDC 
and will be attending U. Mass. at Amherst as a fresh-
man in the fall. William Puswald is in his third year 
as an EDC intern and will be a senior at Rensselear 
Polytechnic Institute. Anthony Limbardo is a first-
year intern and will be a junior at Quinnipiac Univer-
sity in its School of Engineering. Brian Masur, also 
a first-year intern, will be a sophomore at Bucknell, 
also majoring in engineering. 

EDC and the CIF Internship Program: What a track record!

Engineered Devices Corporation’s involvement 
in the Lee J. Principe Internship Program has 
been strong and steady. Seated in the foreground 
(left to right) are interns Anthony Limbardo and 
Brian Masur and former EDC intern Michael 

Barrientos. Standing behind them (left to right) 
are intern Sam Limbardo, EDC Chief Engineer 
Rick Puswald, intern William Puswald, and former 
intern EDC Cesar Guiza. Barrientos and Guiza are 
now engineers, working at EDC.
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All best wishes to the
Concrete Industry Foundation

and to its 2017 Honorees
from Kreisler Borg Florman

General Construction Company, 1955 - 2015

It was a grand 60 years with many good
people in a vibrant industry.

— Sam Florman
and in memory of Bob Borg and Joe Zelazny 
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The Concrete Industry Board will recognize quality concrete 
construction on Nov. 8 at the Marina del Rey in The Bronx when 
it presents the 55th Annual Roger H. Corbetta Awards for Quality. 
This program is named in honor of Roger Corbetta, a founder of 
the Concrete Industry Board and its first president, from 1951 to 
1956. He was one of the nation’s leading contracting figures.

For more information on the event or about advertising in the 
awards journal, contact the CIB at (718) 459-4900 or by email at 
cibnyc@ earthlink.net. The reservation deadline for advertising is 
Sept. 25. See the event announcement on page 19.

CIB to honor the best in concrete construction 
on Nov. 8; Ad reservation deadline is Sept. 25
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Photos by Rob Gill Jr.

Additional photos can be found on 
concreteindustryfoundation.org

A Look Back at Last year’s
CIF Awards Dinner
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The Concrete Industry Foundation Inc. 
c /o Anna Montella
119-42 80th Road
Kew Gardens, NY 11415-1106
718-459-4966

The Concrete Industry Foundation welcomes donations at all
times of the year. Please consider the following options:

✔ Make a one-time gift
✔ Set up a recurring gift
✔ Make a new pledge
✔ Include the Foundation in your estate planning through
 a planned giving program

Contributions to the Concrete Industry Foundation can be made in any amount. 
They are tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law. 

Name _______________________________
Company  ____________________________
Address  _____________________________
___________________________________  
Telephone  ______________________________
Fax ________________________________
E-mail _______________________________

My contribution is: 
❐ In honor of  _________________________
❐  In memory of  ________________________

(If you wish your contribution to be acknowledged to others,
please provide name and address with your check)

Make contribution payable to the Concrete Industry
Foundation, Inc.,  and send to the address below.

“Invest in Education for the
Concrete-Built Environment”
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